UTTARPARA SPEECH

(This famous speech was delivered at Uttarpara, under
ike auspices of the Dharma Rakshini Sabha, just after
his acquittal in the Alipore Bomb Case.}

WHEN I was asked to speak to you at the annual
meeting of your Sabha, it was my intention to say
a few words about the subject chosen for today, the
subject of the Hindu religion. I do not know now
whether I shall fulfil that intention; for as I sat here,
there came into my mind a word that I have to speak
to you, a word that I have to speak to the whole of
the Indian Nation. It was spoken first to myself
in jail and I have come out of jail to speak it to my
people.

It was more than a year ago that I came here last.
When I came I was not alone; one of the mightiest
prophets of Nationalism sat by my side. It was he who
then came out of the seclusion to which God had sent
him, so that in the silence and solitude of his cell he
might hear the word that He had to say. It was he
that you came in your hundreds to welcome. Now be
is far away, separated from us by thousands of miles.
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